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Biographical Note: 
 
Joseph Draper married Biddy Jackson on February 5, 1819, in Wayne County, Indiana. 
Both Joseph and Biddy were born in North Carolina. They had at least three sons: 
Joseph Jr., born August 2, 1822, in Wayne County, died July 26, 1905, in Henry 
County; Thomas I., born about 1831; and Oliver, born about 1832. In 1850, the federal 
census listed the family in Greensboro, Henry County, Indiana, with Joseph, 54; Biddy, 
52; Thomas, 19, and Oliver, 18. Ten years later, only Thomas, age 29, was living with 
his parents. Joseph was a farmer. Biddy could not write her name and made a mark on 
the documents which required her signature. She died on September 5, 1866. Joseph 
died February 13, 1885. 
 
Source: Ancestry.com accessed on 4/17/2014. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Scope and Content: 
 
The collection consists of 26 hand-written deeds, land indentures, and bonds with the 
names of probable relatives with the last name Draper: Ephraim, Oliver, Jesse and 
Sarah, John, Joshua, Martha, Huldah, Josiah and Jemima, and Thomas. Three people 
named Bennett, J.M., William and Emaline are also on the documents. Some of the 
other names are: Jonathan and Anna Pearson; Josiah Small; William and Isabel 
Hawkins; Thomas and Hannah Symons; Nathan and Martha Pressnall; William and 
Jonathan K. Bond; Seth Stafford; Henry Bailey; Sarah Harvey; George, Samuel, and 
Hariet Brown; and Simon Young.   
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Photocopy Policy: 
 
Manuscript material CANNOT be photocopied or digitized in its entirety. Photocopies 
and/or digital reproductions (i.e. scans, digital photographs) cannot exceed 25% of a 
COLLECTION or FOLDER within a collection. In some cases, photocopying may not be 
permitted due to the condition of the item. Please check with the Manuscript Librarian 
for possible alternatives.  
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Collection Inventory 
Folder Listing: 
 
Date  Document 

1826 2 indentures 

1830 2 documents 

1834 3 documents 

1836 1 document 

1837 1 document 

1843 1 document 

1847 1 document 

1849 2 documents 

1853 2 documents (blue paper) 

1854 2 documents (blue paper) 

1857 1 document 

1858 1 document (3 ½ x 8”) 

1859 2 documents 

1860 1 document 

1862 1 document 

1876 1 document 

1878 1 document 

1880 1 document 
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Collection Information: 
 
Size of Collection: 1 folder, 26 items 

Collection Dates: 1826-1880 

Provenance:  Unknown 

Access: The Collection is Open for Research Use 

Restrictions:  Ask Librarian about photocopying 

Reproduction Rights: Permission to reproduce, exhibit, or publish material in this 
collection must be obtained from the Manuscripts and Rare 
Books Division, Indiana State Library.  

Language: Materials are entirely in English.  

Alternate Formats: None. 

Related Holdings: None. 

Collection Notes: None. 

 


